Planning on a
comfortable financial
future takes time.

WELCOME

Welcome
Planning on a comfortable financial future
takes time. Setting your goals is the first step to
success. Having goals gives focus and direction.
That’s where S4 Financial Ltd can help.
We are independent financial advisers, which means our duty is solely to
you – our client.
S4 Financial Ltd are based in Hampshire and have been established since
2004. The advice we provide is completely impartial, and our continuous
monitoring and research of the financial services market enables us to
recommend the most appropriate solutions to your financial needs.
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ABOUT S4 FINANCIAL

About S4 Financial Limited
S4 Financial Ltd is a firm of independent financial advisers specialising in
providing advice on Wealth Management, investments, retirement planning,
managing risk, tax efficiency, estate planning and Cash Flow modelling.
We’ve been helping clients navigate complex financial

Whether you are assessing your finances for the first time

markets since 2004 when Steven Vallery and Tim

or you want to know more about your retirement options

McKechnie first conceived the idea of building a business

or equally as important when you can become financial

with the support of 22 client shareholders to help

independent and have choices, S4 Financial Ltd are able to

establish a company designed to suit their requirements.

help, wherever you are in the UK.

From those very early days, we have grown primarily
through client recommendations.

Why choose S4 Financial Ltd?

At S4 Financial Ltd, we ask the questions, look into your
future, give straightforward advice and find the right
financial solutions for you. This is achieved by:

Taking advice can be a daunting process, whether you are
looking to take financial advice for the first time or you’ve
taken financial advice in the past. Finances often take a low

n Identifying your short, medium and long-term
financial planning goals

priority for many people because they are complex, but at S4

n Clarifying precisely what you want from life

Financial Ltd our clients appreciate our ability to make the

n Mapping out a route to get you there

financial advice process both simple and enjoyable.

n Making easy-to-understand product and
investment recommendations

Based in Hampshire, we provide financial advice to
individuals at all stages of their financial planning cycle.
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n Adjusting your plan during significant life changes
and at regular reviews

OUR APPROACH

Our Approach
At S4 Financial Ltd, we make sure we take the time to understand your needs,
goals and preferences before we make any recommendations.
We often meet clients at their place of work or their homes,
but we also welcome visits to our offices. We will work
closely with other professionals, such as accountants and
solicitors, to deliver a seamless service to you.
This is the six-step process we follow:
n Initial meeting and review – identifying your needs
and objectives
n Getting to know you – gathering relevant information
n Analysis – an evaluation of your particular
financial situation
n Recommendation – developing a strategic plan
n Implementation – reaching an agreement on how and
when the plan will be implemented
n Ongoing service and relationship – regularly
monitoring your progress

Why use S4 Financial Ltd?
Best advice
We are not tied to any high-street bank or building society
and can therefore offer truly independent advice.

Simplifying the process
We do business in a way and at a time that suits you – in other
words, we remove all the hassle for you.

Easy to understand
We listen to your requirements and then use our experience
to find you the best solutions. We break down the key facts
to allow you to make the decision that’s right for you.

Relationships
You will have one dedicated adviser, and our aim is for this to
become the start of a long and mutually beneficial relationship.

05

INVESTMENTS

Investments
Typically, most of our clients may want to invest money on a regular basis to
build up a capital sum for the future.
You might be planning for your retirement, looking to

that are right for you by assessing your life priorities, goals

generate investment income to top up your pension, saving

and attitude towards risk for return.

for a deposit to buy a property or buy a holiday home,
providing for school fees, or simply creating a secure nest

We are always mindful that your circumstances can change

egg for the future.

quickly and there are always unexpected events that might

Different ways to grow your wealth

put pressure on your plans – some of these might be nice
events such as planning for a child’s wedding or the arrival of

S4 Financial Ltd provide solutions for the diverse needs

a new baby; but others such as new taxes, illness or a period

of our clients, enabling each individual to structure their

of unemployment are less welcome.

finances as efficiently as possible. There are many different
ways to grow your wealth: from ensuring you receive the best

With continual changes to legislation, potentially volatile

rates for short-term cash management, to a more complex

markets, inflation and changes in your personal life, it is

undertaking of creating an investment portfolio to grow your

important to structure your wealth in a way that minimises

wealth for the long term.

the impact of these changes and allows you flexibility to
meet life’s demands. Sufficient liquidity and access to your

The emphasis on different requirements will inevitably

funds is imperative.

change throughout your working life and we can provide
advice and services aimed at helping you grow and

The value of investments and the income derived from

protect your wealth as your employment, income and life

them may go down as well as up, and you may not get back

circumstances change over time. S4 Financial Ltd can help

the amount originally invested.

you make informed decisions about the investment choices
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RETIREMENT

Retirement Planning
The individual and group pensions market is an ever-changing world, especially
with the introduction of the pensions freedom legislation, and it can be difficult to
keep track of what options are available with regards to your retirement planning.
S4 Financial Ltd work with you to consider all the options

the worry of wondering how you will cope. A comfortable

based on your needs and risk appetite. As part of the financial

lifestyle in retirement is something to which we all aspire,

planning process, it is our job to blend the savings vehicles

and increasing longevity means that we all need to make

that will yield the most efficient income in retirement.

extra provision for that retirement.

Providing you with the standard of
living you wish after you stop work

A pension is a long-term investment. The fund value may

Planning for your retirement is possibly the most important

fluctuate and can go down, which could have an impact on
the level of pension benefits available.

financial decision you will ever make. With life expectancy
increasing year on year, we are now seeing the potential to

Your pension could be affected by interest rates at the

spend almost as many years enjoying retirement as we have

time you take your benefits. The tax implications of

spent saving for it. Planning for it correctly will provide you

pension withdrawals will be based on your individual

with the standard of living you wish after you stop work.

circumstances, tax legislation and regulation, which are
subject to change in the future.

Forward planning for your retirement can mean having the
reassurance of financial security in later years, rather than
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PROTECTION

Protection
Wealth and personal protection is an essential must-have to secure the future for
both you and your family if an unexpected life event happens.
The security and opportunity your wealth brings can be

forward-looking and integrated wealth protection strategy

protected for generations, but there are many things to

will help ensure a lasting legacy for you and your loved ones.

consider. Inheritance Tax, premature death, illness and loss
of income to name but a few all need to be considered in an

With numerous options available when structuring and

effective wealth protection planning strategy.

preserving your assets, with our advice you can be confident
of making the right decisions based on your financial and

The subject of wealth protection can be an emotional

family situation to best meet your personal objectives.

and complex matter. By making use of lifetime planning
opportunities and tailor-making Wills and trusts to your
particular circumstances, you can ensure that your valuable
assets are retained for future generations in the most
financially prudent and effective way.

Components of a successful wealth
protection strategy
At S4 Financial Ltd, we believe the preservation and
constructive transfer of wealth are primary components of
a successful wealth protection strategy. While assets can
grow over a lifetime, so can the need to consider a variety
of products and services to protect wealth for the future. A
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Protecting the important
things in your life
S4 Financial Ltd are on hand to sit down with you and discuss
all your requirements and needs – advice that may prove
invaluable when protecting the important things in your life.
We can help you deal with the ‘what ifs’ in life such as
illness, injury or even death. By thinking about these
things now, you can plan ahead and gain peace of mind
that you and your family will be looked after financially.

TAX PLANNING

Tax Planning
At S4 Financial Ltd, we specialise in taking into account your tax affairs as part of
the financial services and solutions we provide.
Clients feel reassured that we have not only considered

We make sure you understand how different taxes operate

maximising and protecting their wealth, but also taken

and work with you to claim all your reliefs, entitlements and

into account the impact our advice has on their overall tax

allowances. We also recommend tax-efficient investments to suit

position. Whether you have complex tax affairs or have

your requirements. If you are liable to pay tax, we can help you

specific tax-related goals, we strive to recommend financial

plan or postpone these payments in advance. We will also inform

products that fit with your strategy.

you of any changes to tax legislation that could affect you.
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ESTATE PLANNING

Estate Planning
Contrary to the belief of some, Inheritance Tax not only affects the very rich, but
other people may be liable without realising. Few taxes are quite as emotive – or
as politicised – as Inheritance Tax.
The structures into which you transfer your assets can have

to their loved ones as efficiently as possible. Property price

lasting consequences for you and your family. At S4 Financial

increases have also dragged many middle-class working

Ltd, we can help you choose structures and trusts designed to

families into the Inheritance Tax bracket.

protect your assets and give your family lasting benefits.
Effective estate planning is about getting the right balance

Getting the right balance
It is crucial to find out now if you potentially have an
Inheritance Tax liability – or could do so in future years.
Historically, Inheritance Tax planning used to be an activity
confined to the very rich. However, growing affluence means
that this is no longer the case. Even families and individuals
with a relatively moderate level of wealth should consider
planning ahead to ensure that their assets are passed on
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between maintaining access to your money when you need
it and saving tax. This is because, in general, the more taxefficient a solution is, the less access you have to your assets.
Safeguarding your own financial future is very important, and
giving too much away could put this at risk.
Estate planning, trust planning, tax planning and Will
writing is not regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

MORTGAGES

Mortgages
Our standalone mortgage service is designed to assist you with all your mortgage
needs whether for your home, a commercial property or buy to let.
In the complex maze of the mortgage market, S4 Financial

Specialising at the top-end of the market, we can source

Ltd can source the right mortgage to meet your individual

funding for most properties, and we can also tailor bespoke

needs. Our mortgage professional can assist you in arranging

solutions to meet your specific requirements. All areas of

finance for a new home, a purchase for the first time, buy a

purchasing, re-mortgaging, investment, capital release and

property to rent out, or re-mortgage your existing property. We

commercial lending are covered by our service.

are able to search the whole of the UK mortgage market and
find the right mortgage from the thousands of deals available.

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up
repayments on your mortgage. There is normally a fee for

Using our state-of-the-art system, we can review all the deals

advising on and/or arranging a mortgage, this is typically

out there in the market and assist you in sourcing a deal that

£495. The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate

offers you the best value and is most appropriate to your needs.

commercial and some forms of buy to let mortgages.
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S4 Financial Ltd
Unit A, Causeway Farm, Cricket Green, Hartley Wintney, Hampshire RG27 8PS
Tel: 01276 34932 Fax: 01276 34912 Email: hello@s4financial.co.uk
S4 Financial Ltd is an Independent Financial Advisory firm, which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.
S4 Financial Ltd is entered on the FCA register (https://register.fca.org.uk/) under reference 401372.

